
 

        
 

 

TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS 

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

COUNCIL MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 1, 2016 

 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

At 7:03 p.m. Mayor Woodruff called the meeting to order and stated adequate notice of this meeting has 

been provided by posting the same on the bulletin board of Town Hall and forwarding a copy to the 

Courier News and Star Ledger at least forty-eight hours prior to this meeting, all in accordance with the 

Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone and Mayor Woodruff 

answered present. Also present were Township Attorney Joseph Sordillo, Township Administrator John 

Bussiculo and Township Clerk Ana Minkoff. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 

 

The Mayor asked everyone present to stand as he led the Flag Salute. 

 

Meeting CD Began Recording at 7:06 p.m. 

 

Mr. Mauro Iarussi, President of Berkeley Heights Fire Department, requested that this statement be put on 

the record (a copy of which is attached to the permanent minutes.)  

 

After Mr. Iarussi read the statement, the Mayor thanked Mr. Iarussi for all “you guys do.” 

 

CONFERENCE SESSION – Our House, Inc. – Grant Discussion 
 

The Mayor asked the Council for any topics.  Each of the Council members stated they had nothing to 

report. 

 

The Mayor spoke about event information for the upcoming Rotary Pancake breakfast. 

 

The Mayor asked Ms. Diane Driscoll of Our House, Inc. to come forward. Ms. Driscoll spoke about Our 

House and noted 1) they provide residential and day programs for people with developmental disabilities, 

and 2) they are very happy to be part of the Berkeley Heights community. Ms. Driscoll spoke about their 

plans to apply for a Community Development Block grant and noted they were applying for this grant 

through Union County.  She stated that the proposed grant amount was in the ballpark of $17,000 and 

would be used to improve the HVAC system in the Berkeley Heights Group Home.   Ms. Grant said that 

they need to: 1) have this grant request heard at a Public meeting; and 2) have the Mayor sign the 

certification page.  The Mayor said he would sign the paper immediately. 
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TOWNSHIP COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Mr. D’Aquila- Mr. D’Aquila stated that he had nothing to report.  

 

Mr. Delia – Mr. Delia encouraged everyone to vote next week on Election Day. 

 

Mr. Faecher – Mr. Faecher provided an Uber update and specifically spoke about a recent telephone 

conference he had with the regional director of Uber, the local person assigned to the Summit project, Ms. 

Minkoff and Mr. Bussiculo. Mr. Faecher spoke about next due diligence steps. Mr. Faecher noted that 

Lyft has been non-responsive thus far.  Mr. Bussiculo elaborated on his discussion with Summit’s 

Business Administrator regarding both Uber and commuter parking in Summit. 

 

Mr. Pirone – Mr. Pirone stated that he had nothing to report. 

 

Mr. Pastore – Mr. Pastore stated that he had nothing to report. 

 

Mrs. Kingsley – Mrs. Kingsley stated that she would like to give a “shout out” regarding the PBA-

sponsored Trunk or Treat event and noted that it was fabulous.   

 

The Mayor spoke about 1) the upcoming Veteran’s Day celebration and 2) the upcoming Winter Walk. 

 

Mr. Bussiculo –Mr. Bussiculo presented updates on 1) the recent resident interest in Township fields; 2) 

Public Works Department; 3) New Jersey Transit and the Rail road crossing; 4) Engineering Department; 

5) Fire Department; 6) lighting at Heritage Square; 7) Recreation Department; 8) Pancake Breakfast; 9) 

Veterans’ Day; 10) Sewer Department; 11) Zoning Office and the 12) Fire Department.  Upon request 

from the Mayor, Mr. Bussiculo gave an update on both Hopewell Township’s and New Providence’s 

recent affordable housing steps.  

 

Moved by Mr. D’Aquila to approve the Township Council and Administration Reports, seconded by Mr. 

Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:     None  

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Moved by Mr. Faecher to approve the following minutes, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and upon roll call 

vote: 

  

Public Meeting – October 13, 2016, October 18, 2016 

                           
             Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     None 
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Executive Session Meeting – November 24, 2015, December 1, 2015, December 15,          

2015 

             
                           
             Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    Mr. D’Aquila 

 Absent:     None 

 

Executive Session Meeting – January 12, 2016, and January 26, 2016. 

             
                           
             Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     None 

 

 

 

HEARING ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY  

 

Moved by Mr. Pirone to open the Hearing on Agenda Items Only, seconded by Mr. D’Aquila and upon 

roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:     None 

 

The Mayor noted that Mrs. Kingsley would be the official timekeeper. 

 

Hearing no voices, moved by Mr. Pirone to close the Hearing on Agenda Items Only, seconded by Mr. 

D’Aquila and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     None 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES INTRODUCED ON 

OCTOBER 18, 2016. 

 

“An Ordinance of the Township of Berkeley Heights, County of Union, State of  

  New Jersey, Authorizing the Lease with Our Lady of Mount Carmel Society. “ 

 
Moved by Mrs. Kingsley to open the public hearing on the ordinance as read by the Township Clerk, 

seconded by Mr. D’Aquila and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone 

 Nays:     None 
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 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     None 

 
Hearing no voices, moved by Mrs. Kingsley to close the public hearing on the ordinance as read by the 

Township Clerk, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

 
 Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone. 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     None 

 
Moved by Mrs. Kingsley that the ordinance as read by the Township Clerk and hearing held hereon is 

adopted on final passage and the Township Clerk is directed to advertise it in the Courier News, seconded 

by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote:  

 
Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     None 

 

RESOLUTIONS 
 

      

Mr. Delia introduced the following resolution:  

 

1. Resolution approving Bill List dated November 1, 2016 in the amount of $406,706.60. 

 

Moved by Mr. Delia to approve resolution #1, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and carried.  Mr. Faecher asked 

about a Township payment to Paone, specifically whether the partial release of the bond was payment for 

a cash or performance bond. Mr. Marceau responded 

 

Upon roll call vote: 

       

 Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:     None 

 

 

Mrs. Kingsley introduced the following resolution: 

 

2. Resolution authorizing the grant application for the improvements on Springfield Avenue 

Streetscape Beautification Project. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Kingsley to approve resolution #2, seconded by Mr. Pastore and carried.  Mrs. Kingsley 

described the nature of the grant, i.e., an application for electricity and lights for a specific area on 

Springfield Avenue. 

 

 Upon roll call vote: 

       

 Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone 
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 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:     None 

 

Mr. Pastore introduced the following resolution:  

 

3. Resolution authorizing the Holiday Tree Lighting and Winter Walk on Saturday, 

December 3, 2016.  

 

Moved by Mr. Pastore to approve resolution #3, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and upon roll call vote: 

       

 Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:     None 

 

 

CITIZENS HEARING 

 

Moved by Mr. Pirone to open the Citizens Hearing, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

 

 Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:     None 

 

The Mayor noted that Mrs. Kingsley would be the timekeeper. 

 

Citing a recent Mayor’s Roundtable, Mr. Tom Foregger of 14 Dorsett Road asked whether a 3 to 1 vote 

was sufficient to move forward with Redevelopment.  Mr. Foregger asked if the project would require a 

bond ordinance in order to proceed.  Mr. Sordillo responded. Mr. Foregger asked what would happen to 

the project if the bond ordinance didn’t pass. Mr. Sordillo responded.  

 

Mr. George Stafford of 16 Kitchell Avenue in Wharton stated that he was a representative of the New 

Jersey Highlands Coalition.  He stated that he would like the Council to consider some resolutions and 

elaborated on water supply, the Highlands, the Jersey City water system, the 2004 Highlands Act and the 

State’s water master plan.  Mr. Pastore asked Mr. Stafford to clarify the system’s location. Mr. Stafford 

responded. The Mayor asked for clarification on the location of a picture Mr. Stafford presented. Mr. 

Stafford responded.  Mr. Delia noted that he recently saw a similar situation at Spruce Run.  

  

Hearing no voices, moved by Mr. Pirone to close the Citizens Hearing, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon 

roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:     None 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION –  

 

1. Attorney - Client Privilege / Litigation -  Affordable  Housing 

 

 

Moved by Mrs. Kingsley to go into Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote:  

(7:36 p.m.) 

 

 Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:     None 

 

The Mayor reminded all that they would be coming out of Executive Session, only to adjourn. 

 

 

Moved by Mrs. Kingsley to go out of Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

(7:48 p.m.)  

 

Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     None 

 

                       

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Moved by Mr. Pastore to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Faecher, and upon roll call vote: 

(7:49 p.m.) 

 
 Ayes:     Mr. D’Aquila, Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone 

 Nays:     None 

 Abstain:    None 

 Absent:     None 

 

 

Approved: November 22, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 


