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TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS 

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

COUNCIL MEETING HELD JUNE 23, 2015 
 

 

           

CALL TO ORDER 

 

At 7:00 p.m., Mayor Woodruff called the meeting to order and stated that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided by posting the same on the bulletin board of Town Hall and forwarding a copy to the 

Courier News and Star Ledger at least forty-eight hours prior to the meeting, all in accordance with the 

Open Public Meetings Act.  This meeting will not go substantially past 10:30 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone and Mayor Woodruff answered present. Mrs. 

Kingsley was absent.  Also present was Township Attorney Joseph Sordillo, Township Administrator 

John Bussiculo and Township Clerk Ana Minkoff.   

 

The Mayor announced that there would not be an Executive Session tonight; and announced there would 

be some presentations. 

 

 

PROCLAMATION – 1. Governor Livingston High School Varsity Softball  

2. Governor Livingston High School Varsity Baseball Team 

    

The Mayor asked Coach Mike Roof to come forward. The Mayor stated that the night was about 

excellence and stated that we were honoring and recognizing our softball and baseball teams.  

The Mayor noted that the Softball team won the County championship.  The Mayor read a proclamation 

and provided a copy for the each of the students on the Softball team.  Each team member name (and the 

Assistant Coach’s name) was called and the team was asked to come forward upon the reading of their 

name.  

 

The Mayor began with a story about Coach Chris Roof and how years ago Coach Roof told the Mayor 

what he wanted to do with the baseball program. He spoke about Coach Roof’s and the team’s 

accomplishments. Each team member and the managers’ names were called. The team was asked to come 

forward upon the reading of their name.   The Mayor read the Proclamation noting their accomplishments, 

including winning the Group 2 State Championship and Coach Roof’s 300th win. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 

 

Mayor Woodruff asked everyone present to stand as he led the Flag Salute.   

 

The Mayor announced that the meeting would have a two minute break to speak with the students. 
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CONFERENCE SESSION – Redevelopment Discussion 

 

The Mayor stated that he would ask each of the elected officials to set forth (based on last Tuesday) their 

position (with due diligence completed,) with respect to the entire redevelopment circumstance.  The 

Mayor stated that the issue is three-fold:   1) whether we need a new building; 2) whether that new 

building comes about as a result of an exchange with Little Flower; and 3) if so, what is built where.   The 

Mayor asked that comments be kept to 3 to 4 minutes. He also stated that Mrs. Kingsley was absent but 

had sent her position in writing and Mr. Faecher was going to read it.  

 

Mr. Pirone stated 1) we can sell the property through the redevelopment process; 2) we can satisfy a 

portion of our affordable housing obligation; 3) ensure the remaining units are luxury; 4) limit the 

housing density to the lowest acceptable, which is 6 units per acre.  Mr. Pirone stated that for these 

reasons, he is in favor of concept 2 (Hamilton Avenue campus;) Mr. Pirone spoke briefly about the use of 

the library by residents of all ages and how communities with modern libraries consider it to be a jewel in 

their community. He continued: 1) the current community center is not adequate; 2) most residents do not 

spend appreciable time in the police, administration, or building offices (thus new offices are at the 

bottom of the priority list;) 3) building a modern library, community center, administration and police 

department into one facility is more economical; 4) building it behind the current Township Hall will a) 

save on rental/maintain services while a new facility is being built and b) this whole area will (current site 

to Plainfield/Park ) be parking spots; 5) for these reasons, Mr. Pirone is in favor of Site Plan B on page A-

5 or some variation of it (with 195 spots;) 6) spoke about the need to move forward.   

 

Mr. Pastore said 1) whether or not we need a new Town Building is moot, we need one; 2) we should 

move forward with the redevelopment plan; 3) move forward with the Little Flower plan to meet the 

November deadline;  

 

Mr. Bussiculo interrupted Mr. Pastore’s comments to announce that there were plans available for all to 

view. 

 

Mr. Pastore continued: 1) putting the townhouses and getting some of our COAH met will make a huge 

difference for us; 2) Township Hall here with A or B site plan or a combination of both; 3) the B site plan 

is a little too close to the resident; 4) the residents have to be taken into consideration; 5) Another thing 

that he doesn’t like regarding the B plan is that it faces the tracks; it should face Park Avenue or 

Plainfield; 6) a combination of the two might be the right one; 7) he likes the fact that there will be 

additional commuter parking. 

 

Mr. Delia stated: 1) the first thing and the most important thing is that he wants to see what the residents 

have to say about it; 2) at this point, he likes this better than anything that has been brought up to this 

point; 3) most of this makes sense and is more practical; 4) it seems like the residents like this much 

better. He referenced the previous meeting – there wasn’t a lot of discussion during the meeting and it 

wasn’t nasty; it seemed well-received; 5) he isn’t sold on anything yet. He would like to mull over it; 6) 

he likes option A better; the most important thing is visibility – you want the Town Hall visible from at 

least Park Avenue; 7) Option A would also allow you to work with it in the future, i.e., if you had to 

change things -- it is more expandable; 8) his concerns are the cost to the residents, i.e., can the people 

afford this; are they willing to spend this money; he would love to see the residents have a vote in this;  9)   

He is not in favor of purchasing Church property; he is against that part wholeheartedly; 10) if possible 

with option A or option B, if we had to, we can do this in a modular fashion, i.e., some parts now and 

some parts later if it was necessary. It may be more palatable to the people if we cut it down. 

 

The Mayor noted for the record that we are getting rained on up here. 
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Mr. Faecher read Mrs. Kingsley’s statement which included the following: 1) the need for a new 

government complex has been recognized by prior Township Councils dating back over 25 years; 2) we 

have a tremendous opportunity for redevelopment before us; 3) this has demanded the utmost level of 

research and due diligence; 4) thanked our professionals: Mike Mistretta, Anthony Iovino and their firms 

for their presentations on June 16th; 5) after listening to their presentations and thinking about the various 

options presented,  it is clear that moving forward with the real estate transactions with the Little Flower 

Church is in the best interest of the Township and its residents.  The transaction will a) provide a 

significant method of funding the project no matter where the Municipal Complex will be; and b) it 

enables the Township to increase its rateable tax base; 6) the opportunity to acquire the property on  

Hamilton is unique and we would be remiss as a Council to let the opportunity to pass us by; 7) the 

taxpayers of Berkeley Heights will be harmed if we lose the immediate funding to reduce the cost of the 

complex and the ability to expand the tax base; 8) as we begin to discuss next steps, she is in favor of 

pursuing the option to redevelop the municipal complex on Park Avenue for these reasons: a) historical 

significance to the residents; b) it will provide improved municipal infrastructure and services (including 

police, administration, library, community center, handicap parking and access, expanded commuter 

parking;) c) the Hamilton Avenue property provides the greatest potential value to a developer; these 

proceeds can reduce the costs of the new Municipal Complex; 9) we need to move forward with the 

redevelopment plan to best serve our community from young to aging, now and in the future. 

 

Mr. Faecher looks at this, segmented three ways. He continued: 1) it is a threshold question of is this 

facility adequate and can we get by with it; it is almost an omen that we are getting dripped on while we 

are making these determinations. 2) what do we do with the Municipal Complex and do we move forward 

with the Land Transfer; 3) the timing and opportunity to take action or inaction. 

 

Mr. Faecher spoke further: 1) in regards to the threshold question: this facility is beyond its useful life; 

it’s inefficient in its configuration, is in disrepair and needs to be changed. He is satisfied with the 

experts’ opinion on a) rehabbing the facility and b) that we need to construct a new complex; 2) Both the 

Planner and the Architect options reflected a new facility that accomplishes the following: a) ADA- 

compliant and accessible to all residents; b) be able to house all needed administrative services; c) provide 

for a new police department; d) offer a new and efficient library; e) community center (flexible and used 

by all); 3) relative to the new municipal complex and where it should be located, I think we should rebuild 

here at Park Avenue and we should also simultaneously move forward with the real estate transfer at 

Little Flower for these reasons: a) the significance to stay here; b) least disruptive to the community and 

services here; c)  the reconfiguration as mentioned by Councilman Pirone, will make the parking here 

better as it will all be consolidated; d) the DPW will remain where it is with improvements, and allow 

them to operate better and more efficiently without relocation;  

 

Mr. Faecher continued: 1) with respect to the Hamilton Avenue property, we can control our own destiny 

with respect to the disposition of that site;   2) as we heard from the experts, the educational use is very 

broad in its meaning; 3) Moving forward with it, in particular, with the townhouse option, provides: a 

rateable, maximizes the development yield, and therefore the money that we would get back for that piece 

of real estate, and helps defray the cost to the taxpayers; 4) by doing that, it would be an inclusionary 

development, meaning it would have an affordable housing component which would allow us, in part, to 

satisfy our compliance with the legal obligation; 5) in regards to the opportunity and the timing, it is a 

unique opportunity; we can’t kick the can down the road;  we need to act; Interest rates are at historic low 

and this doesn’t suggest that in itself is a reason to take on debt but with the confluence of issues, we 

should move forward as it makes a lot  of sense and resolves our legal obligation. In the end, we need to 

explore and move forward and it would be a mistake as a council and community not to act. 
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Mr. Hall stated: 1) he applauded the professionals who presented on June 16th; 2) he echoed the opinions 

of most of the people, specifically Mr. Faecher; 3) for tonight’s purposes, he breaks it down into 3 issues: 

a) should we proceed with the redevelopment (the answer is yes – the opportunity is passing, the problem 

is not;  the opportunity is real, achievable and addresses a lot of the critical issues in town; it allow us to 

address the aging infrastructure, increase our tax base without an onerous impact on the school system; 

and the COAH issue); 4) maintaining the Municipal Complex here at Park Avenue and developing that 

site up there allows us to respect that neighborhood in addition to having the higher income from the 

developers.  

Mr. Hall said that he is broadly speaking in support of proceeding and thinks we should include Hamilton 

for all of the reasons that Mr. Faecher had mentioned. He also stated that the municipal complex should 

remain on Park Avenue and we should look to develop Hamilton Avenue with a residential application.    

 

The Mayor stated that he concurred with Mr. Hall, Mr. Faecher, in part with Mr. Delia, and concurred 

with Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone.  He continued: 1) we are a democratic republic (not a democracy) 

meaning that you elect officials to make decisions; 2) this body, and the Council, particularly through the  

Committee with Mr. Hall, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Faecher, has done a tremendous job in getting forth the 

information necessary to the citizens to make a decision. Of equal importance, they have flushed out all 

the facts so that the people “up here” can make a decision.  Ultimately that is where it falls. People elect 

you to make decisions and you make decisions; 3) it is extremely important that we get all this 

information out in as much detail as reasonably possible and we did that last week. The professionals 

have done an outstanding job at listening not only to us but more importantly to a lot of people in town; 4) 

we are going to dedicate time to citizens giving their thoughts. For specific questions to our professionals, 

please bring it to them; 5) we tried to give you tonight an idea of where we stand at this point in time.  

 

Mr. Hall spoke about the technical questions versus the policy questions.  He asked that technical 

questions be addressed to him and he will manage that traffic. Other questions should be directed to the 

Council. 

 

The Mayor stated that it would be appropriate for the public an opportunity to speak now.  He asked for a 

motion to open the public session with respect to the topic of redevelopment as discussed by the elected 

officials.  

 

Moved by Mr. Pirone to open the public hearing on the Conference Session, seconded by Mr. Hall, and 

upon roll call vote:  

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

 

Ms. Carol Matula of 5 Hastings Road commented that if you are getting wet from the roof leaking, it is 

because you are letting it leak.  She spoke about $60,000 which was appropriated a number of years ago 

which was used instead for the swap, not the roof. Ms. Matula added that if the building was in disrepair, 

it was because the Council is letting it.  In regards to the presentation, Ms. Matula said she was 

disappointed because the due diligence assumed that the swap would occur and there was no drawing/cost 

of just rebuilding the municipal center, the municipal complex and the police station (the presentations 

were made as though the swap would go forward.) She stated that she doesn’t believe there is any need to 

remodel or replace this building. Ms. Matula was unimpressed with the blight determination hearing.  She 

further spoke about the presented drawings, using the same footage as Little Flower, comparing the costs,  
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Little Flower’s built walls, costs of Little Flower renovation versus a new building, proposed and 

appropriate office sizes. Ms. Matula said that the community twice voted down a Community Center and 

the Council continues to ram the community center down the residents’ throats by including it in this 

plan. 

 

Mr. Hall responded to some of Ms. Matula’s points, specifically he referred her to page A10 (costs of 

modernizing this property without the swap;) spoke about a community space being proposed not a 

community center; The Mayor spoke about the costs being the same and stated that the individuals who 

could have responded to that were present last Tuesday night. Mr. Delia stated that it’s typically normal 

for remodeling to cost more than new construction. Mr. Hall spoke about the size of the rooms (i.e., more 

discussion will follow on this configuration matter.) 

Ms. Camille Aragona of 56 Chaucer Drive spoke about money coming in to maintain the building and it 

wasn’t used to do it. She also spoke about 1) being “for” the townhouses going up “there;” we don’t need 

them down “here;” 2) the schools: number of new kids expected, new families coming in, taxes, controls; 

3) the new complex: Ms. Aragona spoke about a) the need for an upgraded police department; b) the 

DPW is contaminated; c) taxes; d) she agrees with Mr. Delia, we should have a vote on this.    

 

Mr. Faecher speak about the remediation issues at the DPW.  Mr. Pirone spoke about 1) the concern for 

the school age children, our aging society, the notion that condos will change demographics and 2) people 

who call for a vote by the community just want to run out the “clock;” 3) the November MOU deadline 

with Little Flower and its implications.  Mr. Faecher spoke about 1) certain aspects of townhomes are 

beyond our control, referring to other meetings’ discussions about affordable housing; 2) we can either 

control it (citing what Mr. Pirone said,) and can monetize that piece of real estate to help defray the cost 

to us. He continued that whether housing goes there or somewhere else, we are going to have housing.  

Mr. Hall spoke about students’ costs, being a proponent of the redevelopment plan and study, and the 

voting issue, specifically binding referendums, redevelopment law and prohibition of binding 

referendums (both by residents and the governing body,) the question is do we want to have access to all 

the benefits and the flexibility provided by redevelopment law, i.e., control the profile of that property, 

maximize our COAH issues, address the student issue, and maximize our revenue with the sale of the 

property.  Mr. Hall spoke about working together under redevelopment law versus a binding referendum.  

He spoke about the importance of inclusive dialogue. The Mayor spoke about redevelopment law, its 

opportunities, and why it is appropriate.  

 

Mr. Jess Germansky of 30 Lawrence Drive spoke about 1) students costing money; 2) his continuing 

concern regarding the P.I.L.O.T.; 3) his concern about school taxes not being collected; and 4) stated that 

education is a community interest. Mr. Hall also spoke about the costs, funding and the auditor role with 

P.I.L.O.T. 

 

Mr. Tom Foregger of 14 Dorsett Road asked about the reverter clause on the Church property. He asked 

to explain if this doesn’t go through (execute the agreement) and they sell it, how will they get around the 

reverter clause? A discussion ensued on this issue.  Mr. Foregger also asked about the MOU’s opt out; 

and specifically asked about Council’s proposal to wait until all litigations and appeals were settled and 

whether it was their contention that this would all be settled by November.  Discussion ensued on this 

question (by Mr. Sordillo.)   Mr. Foregger was concerned that all of the options presumed that there will 

be a swap. Discussion ensued on this question (including by Mr. Hall.) 
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Hearing no voices, moved by Mr. Pastore to close the public hearing on the Conference Session, 

seconded by Mr. Hall and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

The Mayor announced that Mr. Hall would now walk through what lies ahead of us, i.e., the Action Plan. 

Discussion ensued regarding including Hamilton in the discussion and what that requires (i.e., voice vote 

or resolution and ordinance.) Mr. Sordillo spoke about a number of resolutions and ordinances and 

possibly an umbrella resolution for the project (there will be individual steps.)  Mr. Hall outlined steps 

such as 1) engaging the Township attorney to draft contracts of sale (i.e., selling library, purchasing 

Hamilton property from Little Flower;) 2) draft agreements for that property and this property; 3) dealing 

with contaminants and remediation; 4) speaking with the utility companies to see if power is sufficient; 5) 

title issues; 6) Planning Board and Redevelopment actions; 7) our job will be to work together and discuss 

the redevelopment plan and talk about this property (have a series of meetings of what “this” will look 

like;) separately; we have to talk about what the redevelopment plan is for the Hamilton site.  The end 

game will be a hearing.  If we reach agreement, then the plan will go the Planning Board for their review. 

If approved by the Planning Board, then the Council will vote to adopt the plan.  If adopted, then we 

would be in a position to develop (i.e., RFP, RFQ, and engage for brick and mortar.)   

 

A brief discussion ensued regarding the redevelopment process (i.e., a Study, Planning Board, Council, 

Department of Community Affairs;) A suggestion was made to put this into a document. Mr. Hall said he 

would prepare such document. Further discussion ensued regarding the library transition (i.e., can we 

keep it open during the process?)  Mr. Hall recommended that Mr. Sordillo move forward with preparing 

documents. The Mayor agreed.  The Mayor asked if we agreed that Mr. Sordillo should reach out to Little 

Flower’s council. Discussion ensued on what Mr. Sordillo’s next steps should be. Mr. Sordillo reminded 

all that while he was being instructed on next steps, nothing would be final until decisions were approved 

by resolution and ordinance. Mr. Hall suggested we reach out to New Jersey Transit (via Mr. Mistretta) 

with respect to parking spots where we are encroaching on their property. Mr. Hall stated that at each 

Council meeting going forward, we have to start focusing on the redevelopment elements (i.e., next 

Council meeting, talk about the Park Avenue property.) 

 

 

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Mr. Delia - Mr. Delia spoke about 1) the street fair this Sunday and stated he hoped all would 

attend; 2) At the end of Kline Boulevard, there are 5 acres of wetlands (as brought up by 

members of the Environmental Committee.)  At this location, there is a piece of property that is 

for sale for $500,000. Mr. Delia suggested we ask the County to purchase this property using 

Open Space Trust Fund money.  Mr. Delia suggested a trail could be built. Discussion ensued on 

identifying the proper property. Mr. Delia spoke about the property behind Trap Rock brewery 

(noting it is wet lands and flood zone) and it is a disaster.  Mr. Delia said that such a purchase (as 

originally identified) would benefit us.  Discussion ensued about why we would want the County 

to purchase it and what the property would be classified as.  The Mayor asked Mr. Bussiculo to 

check with the County on this issue.  
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Mr. Faecher – Mr. Faecher had nothing to report. 

   
Mr. Pastore – Mr. Pastore had nothing to report. 

 

Mr. Hall – Mr. Hall had nothing to report. 

 

Mr. Pirone – Mr. Pirone had nothing to report.  

        

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 

 

Mayor Woodruff – The Mayor spoke about the following: 1) the upcoming street fair at 10 a.m.; 2) he 

attended an opening at Connell.  Regis Offices took 15,000 feet there; and 3) an Executive Order 

appointing Vito Mondelli an honorary member of the Memorial Park Committee effective immediately. 

 

Mr. Bussiculo – Mr. Bussiculo spoke about the following: 1) the signs near the High School were 

completed on June 18th; 2) the Finance and Tax Assessors’ offices have been moved; 3) a Road Paving 

update; 4) a Pothole Update; 5) a Street Sweeper Update; 6) a Connection Fee Update; 7) an Inlet Repair 

Update; 8) Library Parking Lot Striping; 9) a Chipping Update; 10) a Bulk Pickup Update; 11) Possible 

Garbage/Recycling/Bulk Pickup “rolled together” long term planning (for possibly 2017;)  12) County 

Grant notice for $45,000; 13) a Decorative Light update; 14) a Dispatch Terminal update.  

 

 

Moved by Mr. Pirone to approve the Township Council and Administration Reports, seconded by Mr. 

Faecher and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

 
2015 MUNICIPAL BUDGET ADOPTION 

Public Hearing and Final Adoption on 2015 Municipal Budget as Introduced on April 21, 2015. 

 

Adoption of Resolution to Read Budget by Title. 

 

Moved by Mr. Faecher to adopt the resolution to read the budget by title only, seconded by Mr. Hall, 

And upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

The Mayor read a budget summary. 

 

 

 



 

8 

 

        Township Council Minutes 

        Public Meeting – June 23, 2015 

 

Moved by Mr. Hall to open the public hearing on the 2015 Municipal Budget Adoption, seconded by Mr. 

Pastore, and upon roll call vote:  

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

Mr. Tom Foregger of 14 Dorset Road spoke about money in the budget which he objected to, specifically: 

Senior Party, promotional videos (i.e., Little Flower Church,) videos advertising local businesses, 

Mayor’s Roundtable videos; Republican party primary debate videos; and hiring a Public Relations 

person (which he believes was done in secret.)  

 

Mr. Foregger stated that televising the Council meetings is a good idea and estimated the cost, via Live 

Streaming, to be $5,000/year; with subsequent years’ cost to be $2,400 and a modest stipend for the 

operator. 

 

Ms. Carol Matula of 5 Hastings Road asked if the two DPW positions were eliminated. Mr. Bussiculo 

answered yes. She asked if one position was eliminated from the DPW budget (as one position was going 

to the Sewer plant.) Mr. Bussiculo responded that the positions were not eliminated. Ms. Matula asked if 

the Township was planning on replacing the positions. Mr. Bussiculo responded yes.  

 

Ms. Matula asked how much was budgeted for Little Flower and redevelopment. Discussion ensued on 

this issue (i.e., Value Research, GRA Architects, Harbor Consultants, contracted amounts spent, contract 

balances,) legal fees, OPRA costs incurred with Ms. Matula requests, costs associated with Mr. Foregger 

requests and  reviewing OPRA requests with Counsel.  Further discussion ensued on Ms. Matula’s 

request for 2015 budgeted amounts for legal fees and studies. 

 

Mr. Stephen Yellin of 130 Dogwood Lane commented that during past years’ budget processes, there was 

a document made available for the public. He asked if that was available this year. Discussion ensued that 

such document was available in the Clerk’s office. The Mayor offered his copy.  

 

John Carlini of Eaton Court asked if there was any news regarding the Passaic River. Discussion ensued 

that this question was not about the budget and Mr. Carlini was asked to come back.  

 

Hearing no voices, moved by Mr. Hall to close the public hearing on the 2015 Municipal Budget, 

seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

Moved by Mr. Faecher to adopt the 2015 Municipal Budget, seconded by Mr. Hall and upon roll call 

vote: 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    Mr. Delia 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Moved by Mr. Delia to approve the following minutes, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

 

 Public Meeting – April 21, 2015  

 

        

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

 

HEARING ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY  

 

Moved by Mr. Faecher to open the Hearing on Agenda Items Only, seconded by Mr. Hall and 

upon roll call vote: 
 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

 

Hearing no voices, moved by Mr. Faecher to close the Hearing on Agenda items, seconded by 

Mr. Hall and upon roll call vote: 

 
Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING AND FINAL ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE INTRODUCED ON  

JUNE 9, 2015: 

 

The Clerk presented and read: 

 

“AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF 

UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING, REVISING AND SUPPLEMENTING 

CHAPTER 2.100 ENTITLED “POLICE DIVISION” OF TITLE 2 ENTITLED 

“ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

BERKELEY HEIGHTS TO CREATE NEW SECTION 2.100.100 TO BE ENTITLED 

“OUTSIDE EMPLOYMENT OF OFF-DUTY POLICE OFFICERS.” 

 
     
 

 



 

10 

 

        Township Council Minutes 

        Public Meeting – June 23, 2015 

 

Moved by Mr. Pastore to open the public hearing on the ordinance, seconded by Mr. Hall and 

upon roll call vote: 

 
Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

Hearing no voices, moved by Mr. Pastore to close the public hearing on the ordinance, seconded 

by Mr. Hall and upon roll call vote: 

 
Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

 

Moved by Mr. Pastore that the ordinance as read by the Township Clerk and hearing held hereon is 

adopted on final passage and the Township Clerk is directed to advertise it in the Courier News, seconded 

by Mr. Hall and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

    
RESOLUTIONS 

 

Mr. Delia introduced the following resolution: 

 
1. Resolution approving Bill List dated June 23, 2015 in the amount of $404,692.09. 

 

Moved by Mr. Delia to approve resolution #1, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 
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Mr. Faecher introduced the following resolution: 

 

2. Resolution awarding bid to New Jersey Analytical Laboratories, 380 Scotch Road, 

Building 2, Suite 1B, Ewing, NJ, for Laboratory Services for the Water Pollution Control 

Plant in the amount not to exceed $15,023.00.  

  

Moved by Mr. Faecher to approve resolution #2, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

Mr. Pastore introduced the following resolution: 

 

3. Resolution authorizing a contract with Mary M. Moody for professional planning 

services for the administration of an affordable housing rehabilitation program. 

 

Moved by Mr. Pastore do approve resolution #3, seconded by Mr. Pirone and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

Mr. Hall introduced the following resolution: 

 

4. Resolution authorizing an agreement with the County of Union to modify the 

Cooperative agreement dated June 2011, for conducting certain community development 

activities. 

 

Moved by Mr. Hall to approve resolution #4, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

 

Mr. Pirone introduced the following resolution: 

 

5. Resolution authorizing renewal applications for 2015/2016 Alcoholic Beverage 

Licenses.  
 

 

Moved by Mr. Pirone to approve resolution #5, seconded by Mr. Pastore, and carried. 

The Mayor asked if everyone has complied with the law. Ms. Minkoff said that two have not paid and 

they were not on the resolution. 
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Upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  

 

All matters listed under Consent Agenda are considered routine by the Township Council and will be 

enacted upon by one motion; there will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, 

that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

 

Mr. Pastore introduced the following resolution: 

(6) 

a. Resolution authorizing a block party on June 28, 2015 from 2:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the corner 

of Countryside Drive and Crest Drive. 

 

b. Resolution authorizing the issuance of a Tax Sale Certificate #14-00005, in the amount of 

$7,895.95 to John Venutolo for Block# 3303, Lot #14.02 located at 13 3 Lillian Court, 

Berkeley Heights, N.J.   

 

Addition 

c. Resolution appointing William Reis, 17 Crest Drive, to the active roster of the Berkeley 

Heights Volunteer Fire Department.  

 

 
Moved by Mr. Pastore to approve Consent Agenda resolutions #6a-c, seconded by Mr. Hall and upon roll 

call vote: 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: 

 

Public Hearing and Final Adoption scheduled for July 7, 2015: 

 

The Clerk presented and read: 

 

”AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF 

UNION STATE OF NEW JERSEY, CONSENTING TO THE PETITION OF 

LIGHTOWER FIBER NETWORKS TO UTILIZE THE TOWNSHP’S RIGHTS-OF-WAY 

WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS, AND AUTHORIZING THE 

AGREEMENT SETTING FORTH THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SAME.” 

(Explanation: This Ordinance consents to the petition of Lightower Fiber Networks to utilize the 

Township’s rights-of-way for the purpose of operating a telecommunications network, and 

authorizing the Agreement setting forth the terms and conditions of same.) 

 
 

Moved by Mr. Hall that the ordinance as read by the Township Clerk is offered on first reading and the 

date of July 7, 2015 is set as the date for public hearing and that the Township Clerk is directed to 

advertise it in the Courier News, and seconded by Mr. Pastore and carried. 

 

Mr. Faecher noticed that there was not a host community fee. Discussion ensued on this issue (i.e., it was 

a federal pre-emptive situation.)  Mr. Delia asked where this was. Discussion ensued that it was going on 

existing poles and conduit. 

 

Upon roll call vote: 

 
Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

 

CITIZENS HEARING  
 

Moved by Mr. Faecher to open the Citizens hearing, seconded by Mr. Hall and upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

Mr. John Carlini of Eaton Court asked if there was any talk regarding the Passaic River.  He wanted 

Council to know that there were uniformed workers examining the River. Upon engaging the workers in 

conversation, Mr. Carlini (with Mr. Kuzmick) learned they were there to put in a bid to pull trees out of 

the river.  Mr. Bussiculo reported that he did not have any news and said he would call the County on this 

issue. Discussion ensued on the snags. 

 

 



 

14 

 

        Township Council Minutes 

        Public Meeting – June 23, 2015 

 

Ms. Matula asked why the Council felt the need to hire a public relations person. Discussion ensued on 

the challenges of communicating information in an understandable and useable way (Mr. Hall.) Ms. 

Matula asked if the public relations person’s function was just for Little Flower, whether her function had 

ended, and how much was charged/budgeted for her. Discussion ensued on these questions.  

 

Mr. Gerald Kuzmick asked about storm sewers and whether the employees have arrived to help with this 

situation. Discussion ensued on this issue. 

 

Mr. Foregger asked about the public relations (Sandra) person’s “coaching,” when this coaching occurred, 

and purpose of the meeting with the Council. Discussion ensued on these questions as well as wanting the 

public to completely understand the presentation and information.  

 

Mr. Shamir Rhodes of 4 Crest Circle asked whether there was a decision regarding the parking ordinance 

for the residents of Murray Hill. Discussion ensued on this issue (Mr. Faecher.) 

 

Ms. Stephanie Bakos spoke about a resident named Hal Daume who will become the District Rotary 

Governor of District 7510 (i.e., this is a “huge.”) 

 

Moved by Mr. Faecher to close the Citizens hearing, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

(9:33 p.m.)  

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Moved by Mr. Delia to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote 

(9:34 p.m.) 

 

Ayes:    Mr. Delia, Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore and Mr. Pirone  

 Nays:    None 

 Abstain:   None 

 Absent:    Mrs. Kingsley 

 

 

Approved:  August 4, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


