SPECIAL MEETING

MINUTES OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS
EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD ON APRIL 14, 2015

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Woodruff called the Executive Session to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL
Mr. Faecher, Mr. Hall, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, and Mayor Woodruff answered present.

Absent- Mr. Delia and Mrs. Kingsley
Also present was John Bussiculo Township Administrator, Joseph Sordillo Township Attorney and Ana

Minkoff, Township Clerk.

Also Present Jeff Surenian, Erik Nolan, Michael Mistretta, Michel Marceau

EXECUTIVE SESSION - 1. Potential Litigation- affordable housing compliance

Mr. Surenian gave a brief back ground on COAH/Affordable Housing. The Doctrine began in 1975, Mt.
Laurel II, new body of law, the Supreme Court was frustrated that there was not enough affordable
housing, then came the Builders remedy suits to municipalities that were not complying, over 100
lawsuits were filed. In 1983 Supreme Court appointed judges that represented about 50 towns. The Fair
Housing Act created COAH, limited builder’s remedies. COAH adopted two rounds of regulations and
attempted to develop a third. The court gave a final extension on October 20, 2014, but there was a
deadlock. On March 10, 2015 the NJ Supreme Court issued a decision essentially taking over for COAH;
a system has been set up and will take effect in 90 days, there will be 30 days between June 8" and July

8% and then you can apply for immunity.

There are two challenges; the stage needs to be set up for a strong motion on immunity, voluntary
compliance is preferable, if the motion is denied we will be faced with builder’s remedy lawsuits.

The second challenge is that there have been (16) years since round 2 ended in 1999, there is a debate on
what towns should be doing. A Resolution should be adopted by the Council creating a Mt. Laurel

Committee.

A discussion continued.

A lengthy discussion continued.

He stated that there is pressure on the League of Municipalities to do a study.

! Mr. Mistretta stated that he is now working




The Housing element component required you to consider Developers’ plans and that the Town be
reasonable. He stated that

Mr. Surenian stated that every opportunity needs to be explored.

A discussion continued.

;@ Mr. Mistretta stated that he met with Connell and they are iroiosing -

Mr. Surenian stated that you need a good, strong committee, look at the big picture, but density will be

the biggest issue.

. Mr. Mistretta stated that _
% He stated that it was important to have the Committee meet -

Adjourned 9:33 p.m.

Approved August 9, 2016
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