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TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS 

UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

COUNCIL MEETING HELD OCTOBER 22, 2013 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

At 6:57 p.m. Mayor Bruno called the meeting to order and stated that adequate notice of this meeting has 

been provided by posting the same on the bulletin board of Town Hall and forwarding a copy to the 

Courier News and Star Ledger at least forty-eight hours prior to the meeting, all in accordance with the 

Open Public Meetings Act.  This meeting will not go substantially past 10:30 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley, Mr. Hall and Mayor Bruno answered 

present.  Also present was Township Attorney Joseph Sordillo, Township Administrator Linda 

Cavanaugh and Deputy Clerk Linda Santillo. 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION – POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

Chief Mathis spoke about Patrolman Mea and Patrolman Nigro who were going to be given the Oath of 

Office.  He gave a little background information on the two officers. 

 

Oath of Office Swearing In – Patrolman Frank Mea 

 

Mayor Bruno administered the Oath of Office to Patrolman Frank Mea. 

 

Oath of Office Swearing In – Patrolman Brian Nigro 

 

Mayor Bruno administered the Oath of Office to Patrolman Brian Nigro 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Contract Negotiations/Land Acquisition – Little Flower Church 

 

Moved by Mr. Hall to go into Executive Session, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 

(7:11 p.m.) 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

Moved by Mr. Woodruff to go out of Executive Session, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and upon roll call 

vote: 

(8:08 p.m.) 

   

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 
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FLAG SALUTE 

 

Mayor Bruno asked everyone present to stand as he led the Flag Salute. 

 

CONFERENCE SESSION 

 

Mayor Bruno spoke about the need for additional help in the Clerk’s Office due to the increase in permit 

applications and OPRA Requests.  He also pointed out that the Clerk has to address all of these requests 

and she is unable to get her work done.  He asked the Township Council when working on the budget to 

consider adding a third person in the Clerk’s office.  Mayor Bruno spoke about the increase in the amount 

of OPRA requests and the volume of these requests.  He said these requests take the time of the Clerk and 

our Attorney as well as additional legal fees to research these requests. 

 

A lengthy discussion continued among the Mayor and Township Council. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

Moved by Mrs. Kingsley to approve the following Township Council Minutes, seconded by Mr. Pastore 

and upon roll call vote:  

 

Public Meeting – October 8, 2013 

              

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

TOWNSHIP COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Mr. Delia had nothing to report. 

 

Mr. Pastore had nothing to report. 

 

Mr. Pirone spoke about reviewing the land use ordinance with regard to design standards specifically for 

the downtown with regard to lamp posts, trash receptacles and fences.  He went on to explain he has 

pulled ordinances from some of the surrounding towns that the Beautification Committee has deemed as 

their designs standards being desirable for these items.  Mr. Pirone continued regarding these design 

standards.  Mr. Pirone also spoke about the Rescue Squad (could not understand all of Mr. Pirone’s 

comments in the CD).  Mr. Pirone also spoke about the presentation regarding energy at the last meeting 

and going to bid for lower cost electrical services in town. 

 

Mayor Bruno added to Mr. Pirone’s comments regarding the design standards and said we should take a 

look at our fencing ordinance.  It has come to his attention that our fencing policy needs to be reviewed 

and updated.  Mayor Bruno explained further.  Mayor Bruno also spoke about being solicited by energy 

companies and explained further.  He feels we need to pursue this possibility with the energy service to 

try to save the taxpayers money. 

 

Mr. Woodruff had nothing to report. 

 

Mrs. Kingsley reported on the Beautification Committee and she said we have sold all of the clock faces.  

The sponsors are Berkeley Shopping, Dean’s Greens, Summit Medical Group and Connell Corporation. 
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We will now work on selling the plaques.  Mrs. Kingsley added we will be adding some holiday 

decorations to some of the banners but long term more will be done.  Mrs. Kingsley also reported the 

Beautification Committee is going to review some of the land ordinances with the zoning officer to bring 

them up to date. 

 

Mayor Bruno also spoke about the clock and selling the plaques. 

 

Mr. Hall had nothing to report. 

 

Linda Cavanaugh, Township Administrator reported she met with Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Bob Bocchino 

and Jorge Casacuberta to discuss the specifications for the new DPW vehicles.   We will be meeting again 

to discuss some of the issues that have come up with them.  Mrs. Cavanaugh also reported Bob Bocchino 

received three quotes for the traffic study for Snyder/Hamilton Avenue and will be moving on that very 

shortly.  She also reported she met with the IT consultants to discuss our plans for the cameras.  She 

asked Mike Marceau to give the Council an update on the cameras. 

 

Mike Marceau gave the Township Council an update on the cameras.  He also explained what they will 

do and how they will operate.  He said this system will provide us with a lot of flexibility and will backup 

automatically to our server in a secure location in the building.   

 

Mrs. Cavanaugh also reported the curbing and paving will be done at the Rescue Squad by Friday.  She 

added the County will be assisting with equipment and manpower.  Mrs. Cavanaugh also said she was 

contacted by the Summit Medical Group and they will be celebrating their 85
th
 Anniversary next year.  

They have some exciting ideas for the community next year and will present them to the Council.  Mrs. 

Cavanaugh asked Jorge Cascuberta to give an update on the progress of the stream clean-up to the 

Council. 

 

Jorge Casacuberta gave a lengthy presentation on the stream clean-up progress for the Township Council.  

He gave the Township Council some maps showing the areas that are being addressed and explained what 

has been done.   

 

Mrs. Cavanaugh added to the update by Jorge Casacuberta regarding the stream clean-up program.  She 

also gave an update on the DPW programs that are currently going on as well as their other activities.   

 

A lengthy discussion continued on the stream clean-up. 

 

Mayor Bruno spoke about a segment of “Cup of Joe with Joe” he had taped with Councilman Woodruff 

regarding the secession from Union County.  He added in his Mayor’s letter he had asked residents to 

contact him if they had any questions.  He did receive quite a few letters.  Mayor Bruno spoke about the 

letters he received and the questions they asked and his response to them regarding the secession. 

 

Moved by Mr. Pirone to accept and approve the Township Council Reports, seconded by Mr. Hall and 

upon roll call vote: 

 

Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 
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HEARING ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 

 

Moved by Mr. Woodruff to open the Hearing on the Agenda Items Only, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and 

upon roll call vote: 

 

   Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

Carol Matula of 5 Hastings Road referred to resolutions #2, 3 and 4 and she asked how much we are 

losing in revenue. 

 

Mayor Bruno went on to tell Mrs. Matula the tax credit amount that each property would receive. 

 

Mrs. Matula asked how much is lost in tax revenue. 

 

Mr. Woodruff went on to explain there is no lost tax revenue. 

 

Mrs. Matula was a little confused by the answer and members of the Council went on to explain further in 

more detail.  Mrs. Matula feels the Township spending should be adjusted to meet these figures when 

these appeals are received. 

 

A lengthy discussion continued with Mrs. Matula and the members of the Township Council.   

 

Tom Foregger of 14 Dorsett Road asked if there was only the one item for Executive Session. 

 

Mayor Bruno responded yes. 

 

Mr. Foregger commented on the discussion with the Mayor and Township Council regarding the amount 

of OPRA requests that are received. 

 

Hearing no voices, moved by Mr. Woodruff to close the Hearing on the Agenda Items Only, seconded by 

Mrs. Kingsley and upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

     

  NEW BUSINESS- RESOLUTIONS 

  OFFICIAL ACTION WILL BE TAKEN ON THE FOLLOWING: 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Mr. Delia introduced the following resolution: 

 

1. Resolution approving Bill List dated October 22, 2013 in the amount of $324,683.65. 

 

Moved by Mr. Delia to approve resolution #1, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon roll call vote: 
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Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

Mr. Hall introduced the following resolution: 

 

2. Resolution authorizing a tax settlement appeal for 430 Mountain Avenue, Block 3803, 

Lot 9. 

 

Moved by Mr. Hall to approve resolution #2, seconded by Mr. Pirone and upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     Mr. Delia 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

Mrs. Kingsley introduced the following resolution: 

 

3. Resolution authorizing a tax settlement appeal for 2 Meadowview Lane, Block 903.01,  

Lot 1. 

 

Moved by Mrs. Kingsley to approve resolution #3, seconded by Mr. Pirone and upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     Mr. Delia 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

Mr. Pirone introduced the following resolution: 

 

4. Resolution authorizing a tax settlement appeal for 26 Meadowview Lane, Block 903.03, 

Lot 1. 

 

Moved by Mr. Pirone to approve resolution #4, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     Mr. Delia 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

All matters listed under Consent Agenda are considered routine by the Township Council and will be 

enacted upon by one motion; there will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, 

that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.  

 

Mr. Pastore introduced the following resolutions: 

 (5) 

a. Resolution authorizing a block party on Branko Road and North Road on Saturday,   

    October 26, 2013 from 3:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m. with a rain date of Sunday, October 27, 2013. 

 

b. Resolution authorizing a block/parade party on Beech Avenue on October 31, 2013 from  

    3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 
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c. Resolution authorizing the Tax Collector to refund the following 2013 tax overpayment: 

 

1. Jayne Barbasso   365 Diamond Hill Road  $20.00 

 

d. Resolution authorizing the endorsement of an application for a blue light permit for 

    Christopher Esposito of the Berkeley Heights Fire Department. 

 

e. Resolution authorizing the endorsement of an application for a blue light permit for 

    Howard Meyer of the Berkeley Heights Rescue Squad. 

 

f. Resolution authorizing Smith Chiropractic Center to host its annual 5K Charity Road 

    Race & Fitness Walk on September 14, 2014. 

 

Moved by Mr. Pastore to approve Consent Agenda resolutions #5a-f, seconded by Mrs. Kingsley and 

upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

                

CITIZENS HEARING  
 

Moved by Mr. Hall to open the Citizens Hearing, seconded by Mr. Pirone and upon roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

A resident of Summit Avenue spoke about the danger of pulling out of Summit Avenue on to Springfield 

Avenue.  He also spoke about the curbing at the corners being painted yellow and cars still parking in that 

area and no enforcement of the parking regulations.  

 

A discussion continued on the area of concern and the need for enforcement of the parking restrictions. 

 

The resident also spoke about the sports facility by the river and said they conduct a yearly marathon 

event and he asked if the town makes any money on this event.  He asked why we allow 500 cars to park 

on that street during this event.  He continued in length with his remarks. 

 

A discussion continued with the resident and the Township Council.  The discussion involved the event at 

the sports facility and the impact on the neighborhood.  The resident continued with his remarks. 

      

Mayor Bruno said he would have the traffic officer look into the matter. 

 

The discussion again continued. 

 

Hearing no voices, moved by Mr. Hall to close the Citizens Hearing, seconded by Mr. Pastore and upon 

roll call vote: 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 



7 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Mr. Woodruff to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Hall and upon roll call vote: 

(9:22 p.m.) 

 

  Ayes:     Mr. Delia, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Pirone, Mr. Woodruff, Mrs. Kingsley and Mr. Hall 

  Nays:     None 

  Abstain:   None 

  Absent:     None 

 

 

Approved: November 4, 2013 

 

 

 

 


