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Minutes of the Berkeley Heights Environmental Commission
March 16, 2015

ATTENDEES The following commission members were present:

 Richard Leister
 Leonard Berkowitz (via telephone)
 Ronald A. Loria
 Christina Lewis
 David Ogens
 Ed Delia (at end of meeting)

Guest: George Stafford Outreach Director of  Highlands’
Coalition

Meeting Called To Order Richard called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm

Minutes Minutes from the March 2015 meetings were approved with Edits.

Stream De-Snagging Grant
Project

Nothing to Report

Downtown Dev. Committee Nothing to report.

Anti-Idling Campaign Nothing to report.  Need to follow-up with New Administrator.

Recycling Marlene to follow up with Haley GLHS EC student representatives.

Community Garden Christine waiting on meeting confirmation from Historical Society.
Christine attended Community Garden Symposium. “Take – away” is
there is significant interest around the state and RU Cooperative has a
solid representative that may be a resource. John Bussiculo questioned
the interpretation of Littel site as being in compliance with Green Acres
directives. It is up to township attorney if a public hearing is required,
however based on interpretation of rules it appears to be in
compliance. Ed Delia noted that Kevin Hall introduced the concept of
the parking lot at the Budget Meeting; with positive feedback.

Low Impact Checklists Connie Valenti contacted Richard and raised question on whether a
new ordinance is required or is it our intent to enhance description.
The latter was agreed upon and Connie sent a note to file.

Scout Projects / Rain Gardens Ron to contact BS Council Representative to introduce Passaic River
Trail projects.  No interest on rain gardens form schools; opportunity
may exist should the Swap take place.

Storm Water Ordinance Richard was unable to meet with responsible parties due to schedule
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Tree Fund / Ordinance

Sustainable Jersey Grant

New Business

Grants

Master Plan

conflicts and has sent a follow-up e mail. Goal is to clarify and make
simple for home owner and BLDG Engineer to approve.

Nothing to report. Richard agreed to distribute Emerald Ash Borer
traps being supplied by NJ Shade Tree Foundation.

Application to remove hazardous trees was not awarded.

George Stafford Outreach Director of Highlands Coalition. Regional
Master Plan is reviewed every 6 years, and asking that townships draft
a resolution to support the goals and policies of the 2004 Highlands
Water Protection Act. DEP says much of our water is sourced from the
Highlands. We need to confirm that to support a resolution. 77 entities
have passed resolutions. Public comment on changes to regional
master plan will end this April. State Legislature has final approval.
Action Item: Richard will investigate a contact from NJ American to
confirm that our water indeed comes from Highlands.   Info will be
scanned and distributed by Richard to Commission members and we
will vote on it next meeting.

Christine contacted library regarding environmental awareness movies.
Contact will get back to Christine on which movies can be presented
without cost. Or taken from movies already archived from the library.

Planning ahead, Christine though to provide seed with EC logo for
distribution at Community Street Fair, June 28.  Project for school –
purchase and distribute bat houses.

2015 ANJEC OPEN SPACE GRANTS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
S APPLICATION will be submitted for a $1,500.00 non-matching grant
that could be used for Trail improvements (bridge Construction) as
outlined in Dean Talcott 2010 Passaic Trail and Access Project.
Awaiting feedback from Betty Ann Kelly on the feasibility of building a
bridge. Snow and water have prevented walking the area to determine
dimensions and actual material cost.

Len asked to postpone commentary until he can be present at
meeting.

Plans No Plans

CLOSING  9:10 pm.  Next Meeting April 6, 2015.
 Respectfully Submitted, by Ron Loria March 16, 2015


