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Minutes of the Berkeley Heights Environmental Commission
January 5, 2015

ATTENDEES The following commission members were present:

 Ed Delia
 Richard Leister
 Leonard Berkowitz  (via telephone)
 Ronald A. Loria
 Christina Lewis

Meeting Called To Order Richard called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm

Minutes  Minutes from the December 22, 2014 meetings were
approved.

Stream De-Snagging Grant
Project

Nothing to report.

Downtown Dev. Committee
Nothing to report.

Anti-Idling Campaign Nothing to report.

Recycling Nothing to report.

Community Garden New plans have been drawn up and donated by Louis
Berger.
 New design does not require any additional trees to

be removed.
 Wood chip area will be created from whatever tree

branches are chipped by contractor selected to do
this work.

 This rendition was e-mailed to Dan Palladino of the
Historical Society for approval. Once design has
been approved by the Historical Society, Christine
will contact Bob Bocchino for his approval prior to
presenting to Town Council for a Resolution.

 Before we could apply for grant money we would
need a new resolution from the Town Council
approving all details. The Town Council supports
the creation of a garden but needs to approve

Low Impact Checklists Goal is to present this concept to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment and Planning Board for review.  Kevin Hall to
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follow up.

Scout Projects A Scout has contacted the Commission and asked to attend
a meeting. Suggestions made were for additional tree
plantings, improving the trail in Passaic River Park, making
rain gardens in detention basin or any feasible municipal
owned property.

 Storm Water Ordinance

Tree Fund / Ordinance

New Business

Master Plan

Focus will be to address this topic next meeting, Richard
will forward details and information of discussion.

Tom Bocko or Bob Bocchino to attend future BHEC meeting
to request clarification. Date TBD.

Sustainable Jersey Grants are available and Len suggested
it be applied for to have hazardous trees removed. It has to
be in support of a SJ Initiative, which includes hazardous
tree removal and for which we may not need to match.
Deadline is February 1, 2015. This would require a
Township resolution which would need to be on the
agenda for either, 01 /06 / 2015 or 01 /20/ 2015 Council
meetings to meet the February deadline.  Richard believes
that Bob Bocchino expressed interest. Christine offered to
assist with application. And a webinar is being offered this
Wednesday.

Plans 308 - 312 Springfield Ave Existing and proposed lot area
and impervious area will not change, only number of
stories. Richard will comment on and recommend type of
plants that are to be planted on the street scape.

25 Liberty Ave: Currently exceeds lot coverage maximum
and owner design suggest an increase to this area further.
Since this is a recharge area; a rain garden would be a
preferred means of storm water collection.

120 Baker Ave: Plans are to replace 1 car with 2 car
Garage. The denial from Tom Bocko notes that no permits
were ever issued for the garage and carport.
Recommendations to be made to drain runoff into a dry
well as the lot exceeds impervious coverage.

CLOSING 8:48 pm.  Next Meeting January 19, 2015.
Respectfully Submitted, by Ron Loria January 5, 2015.


